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R-19-047 

 

TOWNSHIP OF MONTCLAIR 

 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING SENATE BILL S2505 AND ASSEMBLY BILL A2558 

KNOWN AS THE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT RESPONSE ACT    

                February 19, 2019 

 

 WHEREAS, the Vegetation Management Response Act was introduced in the New Jersey 

State Senate (S2505) and the Assembly (A2558) in 2018; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township of Montclair greatly values our public and private trees and 

their great benefits to a healthy environment, beautification, and property values, while also 

recognizing the importance of maintaining the reliability of our public utilities, communications, 

and cable television services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Vegetation Management Response Act is overreaching and removes 

local government’s ability to plan and manage vegetation in the right-of-way in stating that “The 

council, a shade tree commission, and any entity empowered pursuant to this chapter, shall not 

interfere with or restrict an electric public utility’s removal, replacement, or maintenance of 

dangerous vegetation pursuant to the provisions”; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this bill creates a new definition—“dangerous vegetation”—that is not used 

in any universally accepted professional tree management standards, and gives the utility, cable 

and communications company sole discretion to determine what meets the criteria of “dangerous 

vegetation” without input from licensed tree experts representing the public or private property 

and expands the zone of the utility companies’ unilateral authority to 100 feet from a utility line, 

effecting cedes control of large swaths of public and private land to the utilities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the utility, cable or communications company is under no requirement to 

confer with or receive input or hear objections from local government, private property owners or 

the public prior to clearing, moving, cutting, and destroying the vegetation in either the public 

right-of-way or on private property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, utilities, cable or communications companies would not be bound by any 

local municipal regulations concerning tree preservation and vegetation management; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there is no mechanism for recourse or compensation for the loss of property 

value or the loss of the public good that trees provide, when removed; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there is an opportunity for a law that is crafted by all of the key stakeholders 

representing local government, private property owners, utilities, cable and communication 

companies, tree and vegetation management experts, so that it balances the interests of reliable 

power, cable and communications infrastructure with responsible tree preservation and vegetation 

management; now therefore 
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 BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Council of the Township of Montclair, County of 

Essex, State of New Jersey, opposes the enactment of The Vegetation Management Response Act 

in its current form; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if the Act is to be given further consideration by the 

Legislature, it should be amended as per the concerns above and so that the Act is narrowly tailored 

to accomplish its objectives: (1) with minimum intrusion on private and public property; (2) with 

no damage nor impact on healthy vegetation and trees; (3) in accord with universally accepted 

professional standards established by licensed tree experts; (4) with prior notice and local 

government involvement; and (5) to include a program of tree-planting and restoration; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Montclair Township Council that on behalf of our 

administration, residents and Environmental Commission that this legislation as currently drafted 

be amended to address the concerns above. 


